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CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Boarp Or ALDERMEN, Oct. 31, 1870. 


The Joint Standing Committee on the Public Library, who 
were requested to consider the expediency of opening the Pub- 
lic Library on Sundays, and to whom were referred the peti- 
tions of James Freeman Clarke and 698 others, Charles W. 
Slack and 200 others, in favor of the opening, and the remon- 
strances of Edmund K. Alden and 255 others, and Ezra Farns- 
worth and 525 others, against the opening, having carefully 
considered the subject, beg leave to submit the following 


REPORT. 


The question of opening the whole, or a portion of the 
library for the use of the citizens of Boston on Sundays, has 


_ been considered by the City Council on several occasions. In 


1865, an order was passed by the two branches “ requesting 


the trustees of the library to make arrangements for opening 


the reading room on Sundays from five to ten o’clock, P. M.” 
The order was vetoed by the Mayor and failed to receive the 
requisite number of votes to pass it over the veto. 

In 1867, the subject was brought before the government again 
on petitions for, and remonstrances against, the opening, which 
were referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The committee reported an order requesting the trustees to 
open the reading room on each Sunday of the year, from two to 
ten o'clock, P. M., for the accommodation of the public, under such 
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regulations as they might prescribe. After some discussion, the 
order was recommitted, with instructions to give the petitioners 
and remonstrants a hearing. At the hearing which followed, 
the question of the authority to keep the library open on Sun- 
days was first raised, and the City Solicitor gave an opinion 
that such action would be in conflict with the provisions of 
the General Statutes relating to the observance of the Lord’s 
Day. On receiving that opinion, the committee recommended 
that no further action be taken upon the subject, and the report 
was accepted. | 

At each session of the legislature, since that time, an attempt 
has been made to have the statutes modified so far as to permit 
the opening of libraries and reading rooms on Sundays, but 
thus far without success. 

This was the condition of the question when it was referred 
to your committee. Several public hearings were given, to 
which all persons interested, either for or against the proposed 
measure, were invited; and ample opportunity was allowed for — 
statements and arguments, written or verbal. As the hearings 
were reported pretty fully in the newspapers at the time, it 
seems unnecessary to reproduce here the various considerations — 
presented to the committee. 

A member of the committee having addressed an inquiry to 
the city solicitor, received the following reply : — 

“There has been no change in the statutes, nor any late 
decision of court, affecting the question of opening the public 
library on Sundays. My opinion upon the subject has not 
been changed since I gave expression to it as published in City 
Document No. 15, of the year 1867. 

« Perhaps that opinion receives some corroboration by the 
action of the legislature at its present session. A bill was 
introduced, discussed and rejected, to authorize the opening of 
libraries on Sundays. If the law already permitted it, any 
action by the legislature, such as was sought, would have been 
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unnecessary; and the debates upon the subject, so far as I read 
reports of them, proceeded upon the theory that libraries could 
not be opened on Sundays without a violation of the law.” 

Although a majority of the committee are decidedly of opin- 
ion that it would be highly beneficial, both in a moral and 
an educational point of view, to open the library to the public 
on Sundays, they do not feel that it would be judicious to 
recommend the opening while the legality of such a step is 
questionable. The strong opposition to any change in the 
present arrangements, on the part of many influential citizens, 
on account of what they regard as a tendency to violate the 
proper observance of the Lord’s Day, makes it necessary on 
the part of those who favor this change, that they should re- 
move, any doubts which might be cast upon the legality of their 
proceedings, lest their action should prove detrimental to the 
best interests of the institution whose benefits they wish to 
enlarge. 

The committee have, therefore, concluded to recommend the 
passage of the accompanying order, requesting the Mayor to 
petition the legislature, at its next session, for such a modifica- 
tion of the statutes relating to the observance of the Lord’s 
Day as will authorize the city of Boston to open the public 


library for use on that day. 


For the Committee, 
F. W. JACOBS, Chairman. 


Ordered, That His Honor the Mayor be requested to petition 
the Legislature, at its next session, for authority to open the 
Public Library, in the City of Boston, or any branches thereof, 
for the use of the citizens on Sundays. 
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